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Volunteer Barbara Gray sorts clothing donated to the Inter-Faith Treasure House in Washougal. The Vancouver resident has given her time to the 
local organization, which will celebrate its 40th anniversary on Saturday, for the past 12 years. 


The community's helping hand 


Inter-Faith Treasure 
House marks four 
decades in CW 


By HEATHER ACHESON 
Post-Record staff 


The Inter-Faith Trea- 
sure House began as a 
true grass roots effort that 
sprouted and grew over 


four decades to become an 
organization that today 
impacts the lives of thou- 
sands of people each year. 

The Treasure House 
first opened its doors in 
1970, when members of a 
group of local churches got 
together to form the orga- 
nization as it recognized 
the need in the communi- 
ty. That first year, a total 
of $1,227 in outreach was 


distributed to the commu- 
nity. 

First located inside St. 
Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Church in Camas, over the 
years the Treasure House 
hopped around to several 
different locations, pri- 
marily in the downtown 
Camas area. 

With the help of a 
$255,000 Community De- 
velopment Block Grant, it 


was in 1996 that the leap 
was made to purchase the 
building at 91 “C” St., in 
Washougal. After buying 
the 13,400-square-foot 
structure from the Port of 
Camas-Washougal, it was 
completely remodeled. To- 
day it includes Treasure 
House offices, thrift store; 
and storage and ware- 
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house area for food and oth- 

er supplies. 

“That was a big leap for 
that board because they had 
always been in small rented 
quarters,” said Nancy Wil- 
son, executive director. “We 
had a few board members 
leave because they didn’t 
think it would work. It was 
a big change, but we're suc- 
cessful.” 

As the facility has grown 
over the years, so has its 
service area and impact. 
In 2009 the organization 
provided nearly $1 million 
in outreach services to the 
community, ranging from 
food boxes and emergency 
rent assistance to the Lost & 
Found Café and the Christ- 
mas gift program. 

To some that number 
might seem almost unbe- 
lievable, but according to 
Wilson the people truly in 
need in Camas and Washou- 
gal often go unnoticed. 

“You don’t see our home- 
less, like you do on the 
streets of downtown Port- 
land,” she said. “Ours are 
hidden in cars in driveways, 
under bridges, and living in 
tents in backyards. There's 
a lot of couch surfing that 
goes on around here.” 

Wilson knows what she 
speaks, She has been the ex- 
ecutive director of the Trea- 
sure House for 16 years. She 
began volunteering for the 
organization when she was 
astay-at-home mom. 

After realizing some lead- 
ership was needed, she de- 
cided to go back to school 
so that she could step for- 
ward and provide it, Wilson 
earned a degree from Lewis 
and Clark College in public 
administration for non-profit 
organizations. The Treasure 
House was the focus of sev- 
eral of Wilson's group class 
projects. 

“I got my degree, and the 
Treasure House got the 
benefit of a lot of students’ 
work,” she said. 

With only three paid em- 
ployees, including Wilson 
and two part-time work- 
ers, the Treasure House re- 
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The Inter-Faith Treasure 


giving tours. 

“It will give people a 
chance to look behind the 
scenes,” said Executive 
Director Nancy Wilson. 


lies heavily on its volunteer 
force, which is now 200 peo- 
ple strong. 

“We have a lot of great vol- 
unteers,” Wilson said. “The 
senior citizens are very reli- 
able. They take it very seri- 
ously. We couldn't do it with- 
out them.” 

Some of those seniors in- 
clude Bill Jessett, Treasure 
House executive board vice 
president and food adminis- 
trator who has donated his 
services since 1985; Faye 
Schanilec who is at the Trea- 
sure House six days a week 
sorting the food donations 
that come through the door; 
and Barbara Gray who has 
volunteered for 12 years. 

“T just felt 1 needed some- 
thing to do, something to 
keep me busy,” Gray said of 
her reasons for volunteer- 
ing. “I thought this sounded 
really worthwhile. I’ve met 
some really neat people and 
I think it’s nice to give back 
to the community in any way 
whatsoever.” 

In addition to its volun- 
teers, the Treasure House 


counts on the generosity of 
individuals who contribute 
food and clothing. Collee- 
tion efforts such as Walk 


and Knock and Stuff the 


Bus provide an incredible 
boost. 

There are also local busi- 
nesses including Wal-Mart, 
QFC and Fred Meyer, which 
on a regular basis donate 
a variety of goods ranging 
from meat, dairy, produce 
and baked goods. Safeway 
offers its bakery bread. 

“Our community has been 
really good in supporting 
us with food,” Wilson said. 
“That is very much appreci- 
ated.” 

Treasure House also re- 
ceives food from the Clark 
County Food Bank and the 
Oregon Food Bank, in addi- 
tion to purchasing food with 
its own funding, 

Food for the needy is 
where the Treasure House 
makes its greatest impact. 
From June 2009 to June 
2010, the Treasure House 
gave away 642,261 pounds 
of food. Each month, it feeds 
2,000 hungry people in the 
Camas-Washougal commu- 
nity through programs in- 
cluding food boxes, United 
States Department of Agri- 
culture Food Commodities, 
the Harvest Share fresh 
produce program, and Lost 
& Found Café, which offers 
a free hot meal to anyone 
Mondays and Thursdays at 
Zion Lutheran Church in 
Camas. 

Glancing down at a white 
piece of paper on her desk 
imprinted with the Trea- 
sure House emblem, an out- 
stretched hand holding in its 
palm a family of four, Wilson 
said the organization with 
simple, modest beginnings 
has become irreplaceable, 
with its roots firmly estab- 
lished in the community. 

“If the Treasure House 
wasn't here, our homeless 
might not stay hidden,” 
Wilson said. “Your home- 
less people might end up be- 
ing your neighbors. People 
would be living without elec- 
tricity. Like our logo, it’s the 
“helping hand.” 


